LOVE TO SEW?
SO DO THEY.




These needleworkers
pride themselves in
creating ‘Art to Wear"

By Roberta T Vowell

IE SCARF entered the

It proablya e long”
n ‘may take

oobratz leaned forward,
touched the scarf and let the
stvings fall between her fin-

"o, 10,0, no* she tld her
riend. “I1s perfect.”
Every month, about 25
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About 15 years ago, | bought a
skirt because |loved the colors,
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GROUP SHARES LOVE OF SEWING



Weinstein works on a club assignment during the meeting, at a shop in Chesapeake. The sewing club
members were creating “embellished paper brooches.”
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modern creation, born in 1993 as an offshoot of
atrade group for companies making sewing ma-
chines and notions and the-

e ane 30,000 member mgionwide, and 130
chapters Th Hampton Roadschapir bcasts 300
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“Alotof the techical nelp  need  fnd a this
‘group,” said Katherine Wassink, a retired college
Brfessor who comes {rom Elizabeth City for the
‘meetings. “But there’s also so much stimulation,
somuch creative enerey here”

only lament is that more younger women
Wbt i o

re trying to encourage younger women to
sew? Dobratz said, “but they don' grow up with
it the way we

Dobratz— sh; 1573, a former teacher reals-
tate agent and prof
her st project, cmdumy hobble sKirt forjo-

“Twu ‘seams and a zipper,” she cracked.
ey remembers making a swimsuit for
e 0t matie Australia sk age 13
“Blue with white spots.  ran it up on a tread-
chine”



Creative Inspirations meets once a month at
A Different Touch, a spacious shop on Military
Highway, right on the Virginia Beach/Chesapeake
border.

women file past bolts of fabrics and racks
of buttons intoa classroor filled with tal ey
discuss upcoming group projects - “We need to
coordinate so that we have boy bears, to

phrey warned them at a recent gathering. “We
can't have all girls.”

The heart of the gathering is what they call
show and el vhen the wormen standinturn and
display their latest

Dobratz,a Willamsbur resident, sld a white
jean jacket from a dry cleaning bag. She turned
it slowly in the air,light catching the golden fish,

waving grasses, startish and bubbles,atropical
aquarium embroidered on gleam

‘1 my summer project” Dobratzsaid Vitha

“Ten thousand hours late




ute,” one woman sai

Socite?” another replied.
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erfrom Norfok, modeled thenew jacket
ogo with her iterstoLondon, The! bk wasss

weeks o getup the courage

ToGut? 1% ully reversible, of course

‘Then she pulled out a rectangular pouch, about
4.by.7inchs, sttched na yelow priat with con-

ansero peck sheexplained, hanging
around her neck. “Your passport goes here, and the
etk and rer e T pocketor your
ID—youlkaow how yourealways diggin around
for your ID? - and then if you need a little mad
o here’s At Vekirs Compartment-




- retirement has ts perks,
znd (ravel Sty om of them
hat,” a woman called.

T ¥now o o> Reselbach said, “s0 I've
brought instructions for it :
Wassink brought in fiber art panels, includ-

ing an impressionist tic-
tiny strips of pastel fabric. “Part of  series 1 did
caled "The Games We Play. ”She also brought
e tory behind the work.

“About 15 years ago. I bought a skirt because
Toved the colors. But when I got home and tried it
on, it wasa circle skirt, and I thought, ‘Now, why
did 1 want to look like a blimp?' I put it away and
eventually made a blouse out of part of it. But
there was still about three-quarters of a blimp




left. T kept looking at the scraps in the trash can,
andltill lovedthe colors somuch.I fished ther
and I made this.”
‘women applauded both the work and the

shw andselivlledon;a rog themed tote bag
(“Oh, cute” “Really cute’
(<Handbags always fi
(“What a great idea.”).
oslyn Weinstein, 68, of Norfolk showed off a
table runner, well over 6 feet long, quilted cream

,afs
e el wacoords

‘m making it for a friend.
“Wow,” a woman commented. “You are one
great friend”



Lila Hendricks pulled out a nearly complete
blouse. Hendri

O ecianala poneisot & Sevaring witercoe.
print blue, then connected the fabric panels with
evenly spaced beads.

lopefully, you won't see too much of my un-

s between thebeads” Hendrickssaid. O
T'll wear a tank top under it. How about a
Bustie, gins3 My husnd would thik 14 oot
my mind”

Another meeting, a few laughs, a lot of ad-
vice from those who have faced the same sew-

“These women,” Weinstein said, “really know
what they're doing.”

. Vowell 757) 4462927,
robertavowell@ilotoniine.com
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